leukemias, infection, and the recognized autoimmune diseases, is reviewed with ample references; in addition the results of a detailed study from this point of view of 234 patients presenting with acquired hemolytic anemia and/or positive antiglobulin tests are given. The data are critically and clearly discussed, and modern concepts of immune mechanisms are expertly applied, in the second section of this book. Technical methods for the demonstration of both warm-and coldacting antibodies, and the nature and role of the antigen on the cell are discussed. The many cases in which a positive antiglobulin test seems quite irrelevant to anamia and indeed to red-cell survival are given due weight: though the conclusion from this section, that 'it is premature to discard humoral erythrocyte autoantibody formation as the single most important factor inducing erythrocyte damage in autoimmune heamolytic anmemia', is characteristic of the author's sensible and critical presentation.
The price, though daunting, is by no means bad value, as prices for books go nowadays.
P G H GELL

Clinical Endocrinology For Practitioners and Students by Laurence Martin MD FRCP 5th ed pp vii +338 illustrated 50s London: J & A Churchill 1969
This book is remarkable in that so much information is contained in only 338 pages and on this account the author is to be congratulated. His style of writing is concise, clear and to the point. To describe the book as elementary, as some reviewers of previous editions have done, is peculiar; for in writing a book intended for general practitioners and students, on a subject such as this, one must of necessity recount the basic and fundamental facts; otherwise the tyro taking up the study of endocrinology is lost. The term elementary can hardly be applied to the present edition, in which recent work and views on essential endocrinological problems have been adequately described and discussed. New or rewritten sections include those on tests for pituitary, adrenal and thyroid functions, calcitonin, autoantibodies in Addison's disease, Hashimoto's disease and myxcedema, congenital adrenal hyperplasia, oral contraceptives, pregnancy tests, induction of ovulation and the YY syndrome. The standard throughout is high and the chapter on the thyroid gland particularly good. Perhaps mention should have been made of estimation of the resting evening plasma cortisol as being the most reliable investigation in the diagnosis of suspected cases of Cushing's syndrome. Now that we have fenfluramine, the reviewer would not agree that anorexic drugs are better avoided in the treatment of obesity, and he would question the efficiency of equine gonadotrophin or chorionic gonadotrophin in oligospermia secondary to pituitary insufficiency. However, these are minor points. The book is strongly recommended.
The Clinical Biology of the Trophoblast and its Tumours by K D Bagshawe MD FRCP pp xii+360 illustrated £6 London: Edward Arnold 1969 Choriocarcinoma, from being a rapidly fatal malignant disease, has changed to one which is frequently curable, and in which surgery not only has a limited place, but is also sometimes specifically contraindicated. Malignant trophoblast disease in the United Kingdom is so rare that a practising gynecologist may see only two or three cases in a lifetime. In West Africa it forms an important aspect of gynecological practice and in the Far East may well dominate the scene.
Dr Bagshawe is in charge of the unit at Fulham to which the majority of British cases must be referred. He has made a special study of the medical aspects of this disease and a monograph by him on this subject must be regarded as authoritative. He has gone to some lengths to elaborate the theoretical concepts of this unique disease and also the background to the principles of management. The latter will be of value to anyone interested in the chemotherapy of solid tumours.
Perhaps the chief criticism of this excellent monograph will be regarded as trite. It is that the book lacks a little of the clinical approach of an obstetrician and gynecologist. Those who see the disease so rarely will make errors of diagnosis and
